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On behalf of
The Board of
Directors I
would like
to welcome
all the members
to another exciting season of
curling at the club.
Lets take this time to recap the
busy summer that we had. First,
The Ontario Trillium Foundation Grant project. This was no
small undertaking. The walls
of the ice arena were stripped
away from the outside and
insulation was installed. New
siding was put in place and now
we finally have protection from
the outside elements. Our days
of cancelling curling during the
first few weeks because of a heat
wave are over !
Other improvements that were
made around the club include:
New backboards, wooden
“Whitby Curling Club” sign
above south entrance changed
to vinyl, a door and wall in mens
locker room added, electrical
panel replacement, bar upgrade
and the outdoor electronic sign
is back up and glowing ! it’s like
we have a whole new club !
All of the above mentioned im-

provements could not have been
possible if it were not for the
outstanding work of our volunteers. THANK YOU !!!
As the season has been sliding along we have already had
some great events. The Gord
Carroll Classic, Oktoberfest
and the Coe & Cochrane Spiel
to just name a few. Bonspiels
are a great way to enjoy a whole
other aspect of the sport. Get
involved in a bonspiel … you
won’t regret it !
We are lucky to have the greatest staff in the world of curling.
Angela and Jamie have their
group of bar staff and ice assistants making sure the club is
running smooth and continues
to be The House of Hospitality.
Always remember that this is
your club. The Board of Directors and League Reps are
always here to listen to your
comments, concerns and compliments.
I hope everyone has a great season and all your rocks be over
the hogline !
Rob Phillips
WCC President

FALL 2019/2020
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Get a HANDLE
on your HOUSE!

“Hurry! call John...
he’s no Hack!”

John
Wheeler

Sales Representative

Jazz Inc. Brokerage

Office 905-728-1600
each office independently owned and operated

Direct Line: 905-718-8193

Not intended to solicit properties currently for sale or buyers currently under contract.
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FROM THE MANAGER
tem so paying for your drinks and
pro-shop purchases is a breeze
too!
We have hired a part time
office assistant – Emma Walker
– so you will see here in the office
on Wednesday and Thursday
evenings! She’ll be helping with
phone messages and emails, as
well as inputting sales and invoicing. Feel free to introduce
yourself!
I am happy to report all the
Bartenders and part-time ice staff
have returned for another season!
Kara – Bar Sundays, Mondays
and every other Wednesday

Laura – Bar every other Wednesday, Thursday and Fridays
Emma – Bar Fridays during the
day
Grant and Andrew will continue
to work on weeknights assisting
with the ice and setting up for
events
Ron will continue doing the ice
on weekends and setting up for
events.
I’m looking forward to another
fun and successful 2019-2020
season!
Angela
Club Manager

Glenn – Bar Tuesdays and Fridays

Spa Hours
MONDAY - FRIDAY
9:00 am - 10:00 pm
SATURDAY
8:00 am - 6:00 pm
SUNDAY
10:00 am - 6:00 pm

308

FACIALS | REGISTERED MASSAGE | WAXING
Taunton Road East, Whitby (NE corner of Taunton Rd and Garden St)

905.620.1400 | whitby@handandstone.ca | www.handandstone.ca

Clare Kidd presenting the Senior Men’s Rememberance
Day wreath at the Cenotaph

What a great start to the
2019-2020 Season! With all the
club improvements in the off
season, we were very excited for
the membership to come back
and see the changes! Using the
grant money from the Ontario
Trillium Foundation, we had
insulation and new siding put on
the arena exterior walls which
helped tremendously with the ice
installation. With a generous donation from Aecon, we were able
to undergo an overhaul of the
Whitby Curling Club bar! The
staff are especially happy with
the changes – the new layout and
single draught beer fridge are
making things a lot smoother and
efficient behind the bar. We also
upgraded to a tap payment sys-
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ICE & PROPERTY REPORT
There have been a lot of projects that have
been completed over the last year.

form sections and Craig Muir designed and
built the liftable sections.

77
The Siding was replaced around the
building under the supervision of Ross Weldon. THE BUILDING LOOKS FANTASTIC. This work was completed with
the gracious financial support of the Trillium
Foundation.

77
The west end boards were stripped of
the carpet. We prepared the surface by applying new plywood to the existing boards. GymCon applied the new rubber surface to the end
boards over three days.

77
Angela Feurstein has had our bar in
the lower lounge replaced, with the financial
assistance of the Aecon Group. Aecon is using
our back parking area as a staging location for
their cabling construction activities in the local
neighbourhoods. This is a superb partnership
as they do not need to take up roadway to store
their materials and equipment, and we have
benefitted by getting assistant funding to replace our aging bar area. Great work Angela.

77
The Power Panel has been replaced
in the stairwell at the men’s locker room end.
Bruce Pizzolato did a great job completing this
work even though he had many issues with our
aging wiring.

77
The Back East Wall boards were removed allowing access to the coolant headers
and the back wall open space. The area was
cleared of debris and spray foam was used
along the entire back wall sealing the space
under the wall and provide insulation to the
cooling headers and pipes.
77
Gravel from our friends at Aecon was
placed between the Compressor Room and
the Ice Shed to provide proper drainage. The
Coolant Lines were enclosed using the brick
blocks that we already own and a cover will be
placed over the pipes to completely close in the
system.
77
The back boards were replaced at the
east end of the building. An innovative design
was used to allow the boards to be lifted if
required to allow access to the coolant headers.
We worked with Gym-Con, our rubber flooring supplier to split the flooring on the plat-
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77
New Bumpers were installed on both
ends of the rinks as the old bumpers had split
and were not reusable.

77
Painting of the brown areas on the
front of the building was undertaken by John
Peacock. John volunteered many hours completing this project. Not only did he complete
the painting, he removed the Whitby Curling
Sign, used it as a template to cut into plastic he
sourced, and replaced the sign on the front of
the building. This will last a very long time and
not need to be repainted. This is Above and
Beyond volunteer work and deserves a BIG
THANK YOU from the club.
77
An inspection of the Entrance Door
Overhang identified that the structure is in
dangerous repair and needs to be replaced. We
received approval from the Executive Committee to rebuild this overhang. This project is
currently under way.
77
The roof of the Equipment Room has
been re-shingled
77
Our LED street sign failed last winter.
It was discovered that power to the sign has

been compromised. We have run a new conduit
and power to the sign under the sidewalk and
across the driveway. Again with our friends
from Aecon, the trench for the conduit was
completed and replacement of the concrete
walkway and repaving the roadway at no cost
to the club. Bruce Pizzolato replaced the wiring and conduit so we can again use our LED
sign. The top of the big fluorescent sign still
needs to be sealed to stop water leakage.
77
A new wall and entry door has been
constructed in the men’s locker room. The new
door provides privacy for those in the change
room while providing security when the building is rented to outside groups. The washroom
will still be accessible to the outside groups. A
lockable door has also been placed on the Ice
Makers office providing security and privacy to
our staff.

FRIDAY

77
An amplifier has been placed on the ice
shed speakers to enhance the sound from the
game timing software.
77
A new broom box has been placed at the
south entrance door. This will allow those that
use club brooms easier access.
All upcoming activities will be contingent on
the financial status of the club. Priorities are
discussed at the Board Meetings and new projects considered.
If any member has Property or Ice suggestions
they should bring them to the attention of the
Board in writing so they can be considered and
actioned.
Good curling
Dale Duke

Ice / Property

4:15 MIXED CURLING

Special thanks to the Committee of the 4:15 league for three draws during the
2018/19 season.   The first draw was won by Team Jackson, second Team Gale
and third Team Morgan. The second draw was won by Team Winters, second by Team Birchard and third Team Muschett.   The third draw was won
by Team Young, second Team Fitzpatrick and third Team Gorecki.
Winston and Lorraine Dixon retired from heading up the 4:15 league at the
end of the season and Kent and Connie Young and Raymond and Jackie
Gorecki stepped up to run the league for the coming year. Madeleine Riley
arranges the Friday night dinners with the caterer and Paul Morgan continues
to set up the schedule and keep track of the scores.
The league currently has 54 curlers including 4 spares.   Unfortunately, the
Muschetts had to drop out due to Lynda’s accident dropping our number to
52.   We now have a full 12 teams with a few spares.   We continue to have dinners every Friday night and welcome all curlers to come out and join the great
meals for $20.00 per person.
Thanks, Kent
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Day Ladies
Great Start to the Season
The ladies section got off to a great start
with their Get Acquainted Day on October
10th. The ladies 'reacquainted' themselves
with the ice by curling a few ends, then
came off the ice to enjoy refreshments and
social time. The ladies were happy to introduce some new members to the league,
some of whom are returning to curling after
a number of years away and some brand new
curlers as well.
The Ladies section enjoys decking the
halls of the Whitby Curling Club every
year. Thank you to all the day ladies who
came out on November 25th to make our club look
so festive. Also during the holiday season, we
look forward to giving back to the community by
collecting hats ,mittens and scarves to donate to
Denise House.

Coe and Cochrane Bonspiel
On Wednesday , October 30th, 2019, the WCC
Ladies Section hosted the Coe and Cochrane
Open Bonspiel. We are fortunate to have the
support of Lorne and Sue Coe for this Bonspiel.
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12 teams from 7 different clubs
enjoyed a great day of curling,
camaraderie, great food and some
unique entertainment provided by
Rob Phillips . Thank you Rob for
the laughter that filled the Bradley
Room.
Kudos to all who helped make
this a great day. A very special
thank you goes to the committee
members and volunteers for all
their hard work before and during
the day of the spiel. Thank you
Dale McLaughlin, Sandra Gough, Sue
Layton, Val Elmhurst, Sherry Howard,
Sandra Tateishi-Kotack, Roz Steen, Liz
Winters, AnnMarie Fitzpatrick and Terry
Turner. vThank you to Jamie, Victoria,
Angela and Glenn for great ice, office support and excellent bar service. Thank you
Cheryl Topitsch and her staff for all of the
wonderful food and service.
On hand to present the brand new
plaque to our winners was Sue Coe.
The results of the spiel :
First Place: Margaret Chew, Nancy
Ginman, Margaret Anderson, Diane Foley
– W.C.C.
Second Place: Marilyn Wood, Kathy Reid, Sharon Stafford, Susan Plant – Ennismore C. C.
Third Place: Sandy Gough, Dale McLaughlin, Ruth Middleton, Shirley O’Mara – W.C.C.
One Game High: Joan Nicholson, Carol Kerstens, Myrhll Shephard, Mary Parks

Establishing Roots

for Every Season of Life

Mary Noakes

Sales Representative

ReMax JazzBrokerage
Inc.

905-728-1600
1-888-732-1600
teamnoakes@sympatico.ca

www.teamnoakes.homesandland.com

Home • Business • Commercial • Auto
Farm • Life • Disability • Critical Illness*
www.mmfinsurance.ca
413 Dundas St. East Whitby | 905-668-3579
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WHITB Y CU R L ING CL UB P RE SE N T S

Let's get together to make you the best
possible curler you can be!
- Learn how to practice effectively
- Target specific skills to develop
- Leave with a "Skills & Drills" Package so you
are prepared to practice on your own
This clinic is OPEN to everyone but we
recommend having 2+ Years under your belt
so you have the best possible experience.
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Meet the New Board Members
At the AGM in October three new members
were elected to the WCC Board of Directors. They
have provided us with an introduction below.

Erin Macaulay

Curling Development

I am very excited to have been elected as the
New Curling Development Director for the 20192020 season. I started curling in the club’s Little
Rock program at the age of 8 and quickly grew to
love the game. Since then I competed provincial
through my youth, developing my skill set through
expert coaching and mentorship. In University I
played varsity competing in Provincial and National events. As well as representing the University
on the World Stage in China during an invitational tournament. I graduated from Brock University
in 2015 with an Honours Degree in Sport Management and currently work in the Not-for-Profit
Sport Sector. I am thrilled to be bringing my
unique skill set to the Whitby Curling Club and
contributing back to the club who has made me
the Curler and Person I am today.  
This season I have developed 5 Clinics that will
capture different elements of our sport and will be
inclusive of all skill levels from beginner to advanced.
December 8th - Purposeful Practice
January 5th - New Year’s New You (Video Analysis - limited spaces)
January 5th - Winter Tune-up and Learn to Curl
March 3rd - Advanced Strategy
March 3rd - Intro 2 Strategy
All Clinics will have online sign-up
If you have any suggestions for Clinic Topics that
are not currently being covered or if your league
has a specific request for development please reach
out!
Looking forward to seeing everyone around the
club.

Pam Woods

Membership Director

Hello WCC! New Membership Director here.
I’m Pam Woods and for those who don’t know
me, I’ve been a WCC member since 2014. I curl
on Sunday’s and Friday’s, and sometimes you’ll see
me sparing on Tuesday’s or Wednesday’s. I also
run the Ontario Power Generation (OPG) rental
curling league on Wednesday’s and Thursday’s at
4:30pm. Prior to joining WCC, I was a member
at Oshawa Golf and also at Bayview. I grew up
in Northern Ontario and spent most of my childhood in our local two sheet curling rink, which my
family has been heavily involved in for many years.
My Dad has been the (past) president, treasurer
and volunteer ice technician for that club for many
years. After I finished University and started my
career in the Durham region, it took me a while to
find a curling club that I really felt at home in, but
from my very first Friday Night Mixed game at
WCC I knew this would be it! I’m very excited to
be a new member on the board and am looking forward to serving this club for many years to come. If
you have any membership concerns, please feel free
to reach out to me at pamelamcdermid@gmail.
com, or just come speak to me at the Club.
Pam

Bryce Jordan

Advertising and Marketing

Unlike the other two new members to the
Board, I have had past experience (7 years) as a
Board Member. And also unlike them, my curling credentials are not very impressive. But like
Pam and Erin, I love this club and appreciate the
opportunity to give back to it. This time around,
I am looking after Advertising and Marketing.
Amongst other things, it gives me the opportunity
to edit this newsletter.
Bryce

Erin
Editor’s Note: Look for the posters advertising
Erin’s planned clinics elsewhere in this edition of
the Rock Talk.
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We were delighted to have been able to celebrate
our Seventh Annual Oktoberfest this past weekend
on Saturday November 2nd. This was one of my
favorite Oktoberfest’s which could only be described
as a year of “firsts”. The day started off with another
great turnout for our early draw with each competitor getting their Oktoberfest swag consisting of their
very own personalized 1 litre beer stein and a limited
edition 2019 Oktoberfest pin. The early event experienced a special twist as Licensed establishments are
now permitted to begin bar service at 9:00am. The
honor of ordering the first beverage from the WCC
bar at 9:00am went to yours truly as we had an early
Keg Tapping this year. Once the early competitors
got to enjoy an early morning libation, we ushered
them onto the ice around 9:30 and the rocks began
flying.

After the foam settled the Oktoberfest Biergarten started in full swing as only the members of the
WCC can do it. In yet another first this year the
competitors got to participate in our inaugural but
now famous Left-Right-Center tournament with
some new hardware on the line and an awesome
prize of a “bottomless” growler from our new friends
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at Brock Street Brewing Company. All competitors
got to take part with the winners of their qualifying
matches moving on to a hotly contested 9 player
finale.
There was huge excitement in the late draw after
game one with us having four teams tied for top seed
moving into their second game. This tie was broken
in yet another first and soon to be an Oktoberfest
tradition with our very first flip-cup tiebreaker. This
game is the ultimate combination of skill, speed, camaraderie and sensible imbibing. With two separate
games of flip cup with 16 competitors in each game
the biergarten was rocking with activity.
The early draw saw one team clearly emerge head
and shoulders above the others. This was none other
than WCC’s own Don Mitchell rink with crackerjacks Kevin Beirness, Rod Bemister and of course
“uberlead” Liz Mitchell. They burned through the
field losing only two ends all day and scoring 40 of
a possible 44 points available. This left the four tied
teams in the later draw needing to “run the table”
and win all 6 ends to force a tie with Team Mitchell.
Team Salt, the fourth seed in the flip cup tiebreaker,
was almost able to salvage a tie with team Mitchell
taking 5 of the 6 available ends and finishing with
an amazing 38-point performance. Most years this

would see you hoisting the Oktoberfest tankard but
on this day team Mitchell would not be denied. Don
Mitchell, Kevin Beriness, Rob Bemister and Liz
Mitchell now reign as the 2019 Oktoberfest Champions and get their names immortalized on the coolest
trophy in sports (thanks Dave Simmons).
Once the curling day was done the evening began with an amazing Oktoberfest banquet with the
culinary stylings of Cheryl of Well-Seasoned catering and a significantly expanded raffle draw. Much
thanks to Town Brewery, Cameron’s Brewing
Company and of course our friends at Brock Street
Brewing Company. We were able to offer prizes
for first team registered, best dressed, best spirit
and a cacophony of raffle prizes. Thanks to Cooper
Gordon Ltd. and Dylan Chrus for the donation of
Toronto Maple Leaf Tickets, Dave and Julie Barton
for their donation of Toronto Raptors Tickets and
of course Christy Chrus for putting together yet
another amazing gift basket. We had some very cool
prizes to award.

Post banquet we danced the night away in true
WCC fashion to the musical stylings of WCC’s now
Oktoberfest Champion Rod Bemister where many
new friendships and memories were made. I would
like to say a quick thank you to everyone who came
together to make this event possible. For those of
you who were not able to make it this article really
just scratches the surface of the time we had that
day. There is a Whitby Curling Club Oktoberfest
Facebook page that I invite you all to “like” which
will show you some of the wonderful times had that
day. We look forward to hosting this event for many
years to come and of course seeing you all back again
at next year’s eighth Annual WCC Oktoberfest.
“Bestes Oktoberfest aller Zeiten”
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Wednesday And Friday Nights Mixed Curling

A funny thing happened on the way to registration
for this season…
We had a huge rush of registrations in the summer,
of a size never seen before. Perhaps people were
stretched out in their bathing suits, beads of sweat
running down their backs, coalescing into tiny
rivulets heading south, trying to escape the effects
of a hot sun, forlornly wishing for the cool relief of a
light snowfall and a frigid breeze. Or perhaps the
morning sounds of songbirds in the back yard were
an inadequate doppelganger to the heady screech of
“SWEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEP!!!!”. Of course, it
could have been our scheduler sending out e-mails
telling people that the Wednesday and particularly
Friday Night Mixed leagues were filling fast and
that a wait list was imminent. Hmm… maybe. She
is a very persuasive woman.
As a scheduling subcommittee, we panicked, particularly at the sight of long-time curlers being told
that the league was already full in August. After
much discussion, we opted to change Friday night
to a three draw evening. This decision invoked a
huge amount of controversy, both inside the com-

mittee and in the curling nation at the Club. However, as the season was about to begin, the flux of
members signing up along with some backing out
left us a number we could support with two draws.
Although the commotion caused much angst, the
committee realized that as long as we were guided
by the principles of friendship and fun, we were
staying true to the values that have made this league
so popular.
Check us out! See what happens on Wednesday
and Friday nights to cause all the hubbub. There’s
theme nights, Ugly Christmas sweater night, snacks
on many occasions, playoffs and the legendary
Banquet and Closing at the end of the season. If
you get a chance to curl with us as a spare – take it
and find out why we are so popular. See what your
friends and neighbours have already discovered.
Summer is sooo overrated!
Dave Simmons
On behalf of the Mixed Committee

Senior Men’s Highlights
The Senior Men remain a very active component of the WCC. The group has 124 registered curlers,
which is pretty much at the maximum capacity, and runs leagues for men over 50 years of age three days a
week for competitive, interclub and tag day events.
Along with the Day Ladies, the Senior Men are subsidizing the physically challenged Hot Rockers
League. It is also subsidizing the cost of helmets and gripper replacements for its membership.
The first special event of the season featured 40 curlers playing “fill the house” followed by a fine lunch on
Thursday November 7th. Next up is the annual Salvation Army Christmas Hamper Drive.
David Taylor,
Senior Men’s Drawmaster and Acting President
Editor’s note: look for the picture of Clare Kidd presenting the Senior Men’s Remembrance Day Wreath at
the Cenotaph on November 11th, on page 3.
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NEW YEAR'S
NEW YOU!

CURLING CLINIC
J A N 5 TH | 3: 0 0-3: 45PM
R E G IS T ER @
W HI T B Y C U R LI NG CL UB .CO M

4+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE
DELIVERY
VIDEOING WITH
FEEDBACK

LIMITED SPACES
AVAILABLE
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ADVANCED
STRATEGY
&

INTRO 2
STRATEGY
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Curling Etiquette Basics
The spirit of the roaring game demands good
sportsmanship, common courtesies, and honorable
conduct. While not strictly in the rule books, curling
courtesy goes a long way towards an enjoyable day of
curling. By following these generally accepted courtesies you will be welcomed and accepted as a curler
at clubs all over the world.
• Be on time! Get to the Club at least 15 minutes
before and be dressed and ready to go on the ice 5
minutes before your scheduled start time. When you
are late, you are holding up seven other players.. If
you know you’ll be late, let your team know in advance or call the Club if it is a last minute delay and
you are unable to reach a teammate.
• If you are not able to curl as scheduled. GET A
SPARE! This is your responsibility, not your skip’s.
No shows are no no’s and disrespectful to your team.
• Start with a handshake. At the beginning of the
game, greet the members of the opposing team with
a handshake, tell them your name, and wish them
“Good Curling”.
• After the game the winning team offers to buy
their opponent a drink. The opponent reciprocates
with the second round.
• Keep the ice clean. Change your shoes. Sand, grit
and dirt are the ice’s worst enemy. The shoes you
wear should only be used for curling. Keep them
clean.
• Check your grippers regularly and replace as needed. Grippers are known to wear down and can leave
bits of rubber on the ice. This is a “pick” and can ruin
a shot..
• Make sure your brush heads are clean and not
wearing down.
• Before stepping on the ice ensure the ice staff has
finished prepping the ice for play. Generally, when
the score cards have been removed from the scoreboard, your sheet of ice should be ready.
• Compliment good shots, no matter which team
makes them. Respect your opponent.
• Be ready. Take your position in the hack as soon

as your opponent has delivered his/her stone. Keep
the game moving; delays detract from the sport. Be
prepared to sweep as soon as your teammate releases
the rock.
• After delivering your stone, move to the side of
the sheet between the “hog “ lines, unless you are the
skip. Leads and seconds are not permitted in the
“house” or “rings”, except when sweeping or to remove the stones after the count has been determined
by the vices.
• Take care not to walk down the middle of the
sheet after your team’s shot
• Be courteous. Don’t distract your opponent in the
hack. Sweepers should stay on the sidelines between
the hog lines when not sweeping. Be as still and
quiet as possible while the opposition is delivering a
rock. Stay on your own sheet of ice preferably close to
the side of the sheet and between the hog lines when
it is the opposition’s turn to throw the rock. Do not
walk across the ice when a player is in the hack. This
interferes with their concentration
• Let the skip do his/her job (call the game). Although every successful team depends on the input
and expertise of each team member the skip needs
the support and respect of his/her teammates. Skips
have the responsibility of determining strategy,
calling shots and working with sweepers to make the
most out of every shot of the game.
• Leads place your skip’s rock in front of the hack to
help speed up the game.
• Pay attention to your game, and not the games on
the other sheets.
• If you touch a moving rock while you are sweeping
tell your skip immediately but do not stop the rock,
unless told to by your skip.
• Finish with a handshake. When the game is over,
offer each of the players a hearty handshake as well as
“congratulations”, “thank you”, “well played” or “good
game” and move off the ice.
• When walking across the backboards to the
lounge or locker room, do not walk across another
sheet when a player is about to deliver their rock.
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